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vicious. These symptoms may become more pronounced until the stage of great excitement is reached. The animal may paw the ground, bellow, and try to attack attendants. Saliva may drip from the jaws and muscular spasms or trembling may be noticed. During this time the animal may lose flesh rapidly and exhaustion soon replaces excitement. Paralysis now begins. The animal may go down and appear asleep. This might be followed by convulsive tremors. About a week may elapse before the animal dies after the onset of the disease.
The diagnosis is not easy from the symptoms alone. When the country-side is in the midst of an epidemic, any animal showing the above symptoms would be suspected. The fact that rabies exists among the neighborhood dogs would help in identifying the disease in cattle. Some other diseases, such as vegetable or mineral poisons, might give rise to nervous symptoms which would be misleading. A post-mortem examination would determine this. Rabies might be confused with tetanus or lock-jaw. In tetanus, muscular cramps would be more common and there would be no evidence of viciousness. The animal would remain quiet and gradually become rigid. When there is any possibility of rabies, the suspected animal should be examined carefully by a veterinarian and portions of the brain and spinal cord sent to a state laboratory for examination. This would positively identify the disease.
Treatment
After an animal shows active symptoms, treatment is useless. If the wound could be cauterized or burned immediately after the bite, some benefit might follow. In most cases, there is no warning until the animal is sick. Pe71-haps the owner can recall that the animal was bitten a few months before.
Pasteur developed a successful preventive vaccine against rabies in man. A similar treatment is used to vaccinate dogs. Very little has been done in the vaccination of cattle,